
Public Speaking (4th -8th grade) Teacher: Becky Emerick 
Mondays, 1:30-2:30 and 2:30-3:30 trimester becky@emerickhome.com  
Class Fee:    $120 
Supply Fee: $5 

317-681-3542 

 

Course Description: Public Speaking is a 3-trimester course aimed at introducing students to the 

basics of communication in our changing world. The Bible challenges us to use our words wisely 

and with discretion. Being able to adequately communicate thoughts and ideas is an invaluable tool 

for children today. This class aims to help students grow in their communication skills as they 

interact in our culture. Students will be expected to participate in class and prepare and give a 

minimum of three speeches each trimester.  

 

4th Grade Note: Although this class allows 4th graders, please be sure your child has a good handle 

on writing and communication. 3-4 minute speeches and participating fully in debates with 8th 

graders takes a special 4th grader who is up for the challenge! Contact me with questions. 

 

Homework: Students will be required to prepare 2-4, 3 minute speeches during each trimester. 

Some class time will be given to prepare, but practicing will be needed at home. 

Supplies: Students will be required to bring a pen and paper for note-taking. The supply fee is for 

copying worksheets and handouts. 

Grading Policy: Students will be graded on their ability to complete assignments and follow the 

given instructions for the speeches. 

Course Summary: 

Trimester 1: The Fun of Fundamentals. Students will learn the basics of rate, volume, 

pitch, tone, diction, gestures, and active listening. The speeches will include an introduction 

speech and a story telling speech. 

Trimester 2: Traditional Talks. Students will learn how to write and present the following 

speeches: Informative Speeches, Persuasive Speeches, Demonstration Speeches, and 

Advertising Speeches.  

Trimester 3:  Debate. Students will learn modern communication skills that go into typical 

debates. After learning the formats, the students will engage in 2 different debates.  

 

Teacher Background: Becky is excited to begin her fifth year teaching at Wisdom Builders. She 

was raised in a Christian home and started following Jesus as a young child. She married her high 

school sweetheart, Lee, a fire fighter, and is homeschooling her four creative children. Writing is her 

passion. She is the author of Duncan’s Journey and Surrender, has been writing and directing 

dramas for over 15 years, and has been blogging since 2007. She also does commercial and voice-

over work with Helen Wells Talent Agency. 
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