
                                      American Girl Book Club                                                
Teacher: Beth Barge                      Contact Information: 679-7038 or B2barge@comcast.net 
Grades: 2nd-6th    
Monday: 9-10 am or 2:30-3:30 pm          Trimester schedule      
Cost: $40 per trimester ($120 per year)  and $5 supply fee each trimester 
Required Books: We will read some of the Josefina, Kirsten and Addy books from the American 
Girl series.  Most libraries will have these available for you to borrow. 

**************************************************************************************** 
Class Description:  
This class will involve the girls in hands-on games, occasional crafts and activities that correspond with the 
Josefina books by Valerie Tripp, the Kirsten books by Janet Shaw and the Addy books by Connie Rose 
Porter. We might have a holiday party that corresponds with one of the books or maybe a tea party with 
our moms during one class session. !
*Josefina represents the history of New Mexico under Mexican rule, prior to ownership by the United 
States after the Mexican-American War. 
*Kirsten represents the Pioneer time period of history.  She is an immigrant from Sweden who begins her 
new life in the state of Minnesota.     
*Addy represents the Civil War time period of history. !
At times we will also look at people from each time period who are not fictional, and explore how they 
faced the hardships of their time period with dignity, faith and courage. Each class will open with prayer 
and we will be addressing how faith in God would have helped girls throughout American History (though 
the American Girl books are not from a Christian perspective we will be addressing issues of faith) and 
how having our trust in God helps us now in 2019.  !
Homework for this class should be minimal but will involve some reading at home and perhaps finishing a 
craft project or other smaller assignments. Even girls who might not yet be confident readers should still 
be able to learn and enjoy the class activities. !
*Owning an American Girl doll is not necessary for participating in this class.       !!
Teacher Background: Beth Barge has a BA from Miami University. She and her husband Bob have been in 
vocational ministry during their 33 years of marriage. They have four children and have homeschooled all 
of them.  The oldest is now a missionary in Romania and the youngest is entering her senior year of 
college. Beth has taught Children’s Literature classes at Wisdom Builders for fifteen years. She has also 
enjoyed hosting monthly book clubs for mothers and daughters as well as American Girl clubs for her girls 
and their friends in her home for many years. 

                                        


